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The following thesis is a comparative multipart examination into the ways in which 
globalization, translocality, and gentrification impact communities and their inhabitants through the 
lens of fashion. Political and social forces drive processes of consumption. In the Corona and 
Jackson Heights sections of Queens, New York, several waves of migration and immigration have 
given rise to an extremely diverse yet socially complex area. Historically, four major shopping 
districts: Roosevelt Avenue, 74th Street, 82nd Street, and Junction Boulevard developed in the two 
towns and reflected much of the demography within. Currently these districts are physically 
accessible to anyone able to traverse the area, however, much like the both towns heavily racially 
stratified pasts, these stores have begun to reflect new forms of boundaries that do not necessarily 
align with the lives of their inhabitants.  
 The residents of Corona and Jackson Heights represent a broad range of ethnic groups and 
socio-economic status. Smaller stores that catered to culturally relevant aesthetic tastes are closing, 
making way for larger corporate chain stores, often with far higher price points, sometimes 
unaffordable to minority and long-time residents. Business Improvement District rezoning efforts 
by local government have further allowed for such changes, an implicit indication of who should 




who are organizing against these changes not only want to remain attached to their desires, 
cultures, and various subcultures through space but also through the ability to access and adorn 
themselves in clothing that allows for self-imaging and identification with others who also fashion 
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In understanding the processes related to globalization, translocality, and gentrification 
we must also understand their relationship to consumption. This relationship is similar to the 
phenomena observed when subjects frequent stores, create items and in our day to sartorial and 
adornment choices. An existing common thread is not only the relationship to location, space and 
place, but also to social construction. As bodies traverse geographic, spatial, and personal 
boundaries, they also carry with them various forms of “self-imaging” via ethnos as per Arjun 
Appadurai (337). This ethnos complicates the homogeneity of humanity as it calls for specific 
“…language, common origin, blood and various other conceptions…” all ways in which 
individuals can align themselves into communities of identifiable belonging. These communities 
may also exist as non-conformist as their visibility in various locales is taboo, subversive, and 
sometimes threatening. This can be observed within various communities of New York City in 
which shifting racial and class demographics are changing the ways in which people identify 
both themselves and their allegiance to their neighborhood due to the ramifications of various 
forms of gentrification. 
 In discussing gentrification, one concept suggests that there is a cyclical nature to the 
process (Cahill 2007), (Redfern 2003), (Trigg 2001). Within this process there is an investment 
into an area, followed by disinvestment by various entities including the removal of resources to 
those living in the area, and a later push toward development which creates 
investment/reinvestment. This is like the cycle of consumption suggested by Bourdieu as a 
critique to Veblen’s analysis of the trickle-down model of consumption in relation to the 
sartorial. In terms of the sartorial, Veblen postulates that tastes are built by the upper classes, 




items that align with the “tastes” of the upper classes potentially leading to mass production. The 
new wide availability of these items thus changes the attitudes of the upper-class who once 
desired and procured the original items, relegating this “taste” to the middle classes. Finally, this 
desired aesthetic/taste spreads to the lower classes due to the influence and accessibility afforded 
to the lower classes by the middle class. Bourdieu found this problematic as it did not account for 
the lower class influence on upper and middle class style and patterns of consumption, changes 
in the ways society understands wealth (no longer associated and signaled with particular 
styling), and consumer behavior being shaped by the notion of “lifestyle” (Trigg 99).These 
lifestyles are fostered by changes not only to the racial and economic demographics caused by 
gentrification but also due to change in retail shopping and amusements in gentrifying areas 
(Zukin 2009). The movement from smaller local sourced shops that catered to the specific 
community within a geographic area to those that cater mainly to new coming populations 
behaves as a symbolic barrier not only to the community in question, but also access to the 
lifestyle associated with the incoming “urban gentry” sometimes referred to gentrifiers.  I argue 
that the inability for both those “native” to gentrifying areas such as residents in Queens as well 
as newcomers to gain membership into these gentrifying spaces and narratives of gentrification 
is due to the proximity of particular social agents to uncomfortable histories of the region, race, 
and space. in Within these narratives gentrifiers choose to avoid race, space, gender, and class 
tensions in their process of consumption. Natives and lower income residents often experience a  
lack of economic and bodily resources ( societally normative race, hair texture), and exhibit a 
reluctance in taking on the normative consumption practices to allow for legibility. The body, 
serving as a cultural site retains the histories and liminality of the individual. This is 




shop and adorn themselves in these areas. Their ability to project allegiance to a group is not a 
complete subversive act as much of their behaviors are encoded in “tactics” and/or “strategies” 
as suggested by Bourdieu and de Certeau (Ghannam 2002). The symbolism of the sartorial in 
response to the societal oppressions faced by those living in gentrifying spaces not only show 
how new divisiveness and boundaries are created by individuals claiming neo-liberal sensibilities 
but also by larger social agents. Various boundaries and policing not only create micro 
geographies, but are also telling of the social stratification, social construction, and production 
that is no longer easily discernable by actual items of clothing as suggested by Veblen. 
 In this thesis I will examine the ways in which consumption which assists in self-
imagining and the ritual of adornment communicates class divisions associated with 
gentrification and the ways in which the same refutes such change. While the body and clothing 
as symbols are studied to give meaning to the agents wearing them (Schneider 2006), (Paulicelli 
and Clark 2009), examination into the boundaries created through the sartorial via culture, 
globalization, transnationality in relationship to the body and intersections have not been 
examined extensively as a means of supporting or subverting gentrification and other looming 
political threats. This will be done in a three-part examination of the area and the sartorial.  
 Part one of this thesis examines the history of both North Corona and Jackson Heights as 
spaces that have cycles of migration and immigration and the associated racism that followed in 
their creation. Understanding the history of these two towns and related narratives around their 
residents helps to unpack mythologies of the two areas and the ways in which socioeconomic 
status and racism act as boundaries against integration both in this region of Queens and in the 
world at large. This is followed by an examination of newer demographic information about the 




are occurring  due to shift within the populations of the two towns. This is followed by a visual 
examination into many of the sartorial goods available along three commercial shopping 
districts: 74th Street,82nd Street, and Junction Boulevard within the North Corona/Jackson 
Heights area called “The Triad” for the purposes of this paper. Analyzing and comparing 
goods/stores, the project of self-imaging, and creation of identity will follow this visualization as 
these stores can give insight into what corporations and communities think residents want and 
what is being communicated therein. How do assumptions around race, class and, space shift the 
way in which stores situate themselves in areas? How do items sold also show the influence of 
the area and its inhabitants? In Part Three an analysis of the implications of the changes in the 
area and sartorial in relationship to fashion and consumption related theory to better understand 
how the shifting demographics and the making of the self-intersect. The making of the self is 
similar to the creation of boundaries and different practices of regulation found in the production 
of the state. In the case of North Corona and Jackson Heights the state also has attempted to take 
control of the goods sold to and by residents with little support. This is interesting as chain fast 
fashion stores, and large corporate retailers are settled in these towns as well. What could the 
presence of such stores communicate about residents and conditions of a neighborhood? How do 
stores and the items sold signal assumptions about race and class? How does clothing signal both 
belonging, resistance, and the self?  These questions will be examined throughout this paper 
utilizing sources such as articles, photographs, books, and data from the US Census as presented 








Of Crown and Castle: 
























Queens, one of the most diverse boroughs in the world and the most ethnically diverse 
county in the United States1, is home to at the time of this writing roughly 2,278,9062 according 
to Census.gov. The area once used mainly as farmland or for cemetery space, is mainly 
residential and contains two major airports. The borough is also served by a large network of 
busses and trains serviced through the Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA) as well as the Long 
Island Railroad (LIRR). The ability to travel to or within Queens has helped in its development 
and creating its diversity yet, this same accessibility has allowed for various waves of 
segregation and gentrification to take place within its bounds.  
 Manhattan is generally seen as being the representation of New York City as a whole, the 
center of what New York City supposedly is, and the nexus for fashion and fashionistas. 
Individuals from various cultures and communities within Queens may travel to Manhattan for 
items of clothing attempting to keep up with trends and to also attain that which stores do not 
make available in the major shopping districts in Queens. Three smaller shopping districts within 
Northern Queens: 74th Street, 82nd Street, and Junction Boulevard have aimed to close the gap in 
the attainment of clothing and other wares sometimes unavailable to Queens residents. These 
districts reflect the cultures and interests of the residents within the towns they service, mainly 
Jackson Heights and North Corona3. These two towns have had an interesting relationship to one 
another complete with racism, discrimination, and housing violations to racially homogenize 
these towns, strategies that many question if they are still in place in different forms until this 
                                                     
1As of 2017 according to the US Census 
(factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=bkmk) Queens was the most ethnically 
diverse county in the nation and was quoted as being one of the most diverse in the world by demographer Joseph 
Salvo. 
2 www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/queenscountyqueensboroughnewyork/POP645217 
3 North Corona is generally is one of the names of the area of the town of Corona that is part of Community District 
3. Residents refer to the entire town of Corona generally as “Corona” with older residents referring to the area 
beyond Roosevelt Avenue as Corona Heights and referring to the region that contains the Lefrak City housing 




day. This section will provide a brief historical examination into the Jackson Heights and Corona 
area of Queens starting roughly in the 1900s until the 2010s. This examination will investigate 
the development of the area, various waves of immigration and migration into Jackson Heights 
and Corona, and how socio-economic status and racial diversity have assisted in creating 
stratification in this section of Queens. This section will also look at contemporary issues which 
create boundaries within the area often masked in public discourse around diversity in the region.  
Two Kingdoms 
 To quote Roger Sanjek (1998) in his analysis of Corona and New York, we must 
understand the notion of what a “neighborhood” is at various levels to better understand the 
processes and interlocutors within the space. He states: 
Neighborhood is an ambiguous word. It may refer to both the “street neighborhood” and 
the “district” levels of urban life. The first level connotes neighborly interaction and 
pleasantries, children’s play groups, corner stores, people-watching, familiar strangers, 
and personal feelings about “my neighborhood” and its safety. The most immediate 
forms of neighborhood political organization—block, tenant, and merchant 
associations—arise at this street neighborhood level. At the district level, New York 
neighborhoods are amalgams of named sub-areas (often the domains of organized civic 
groups), commercial strips, and public school, park, and catchment areas…District 
boundaries—usually expressways, railroad tracks, parks or major streets—often have 
more physical than historic reality.” (Sanjek 29) 
Historically, the physical boundary that marks the division between North Corona and Jackson 
Heights exists as Junction Boulevard with Corona stretching eastward towards Flushing and 




This Queens “Mason-Dixon Line” (Maly 2004) (Gregory 1998)(Flores and Lobo 2012)  has 
been a boundary that once served as a line of demarcation between the two with middle and 
upper middle class Blacks living in North Corona and middle and upper middle class whites 
inhabiting Jackson Heights. These two areas which developed rapidly post the opening of the 
Queensboro Bridge in 1908, later expansion of the Number 7 elevated train line to Manhattan in 
the 1917, and waves of migration from Flushing to former North Flushing and Newtown (now 
parts of Corona) and individuals moving from Manhattan to both Corona and Jackson Heights 
wanting the bucolic surroundings afforded to them within in this region of Queens. The move to 
these areas was also largely driven by efforts by the Queensboro Corporation with Edward 
MacDougall at the helm. The corporation purchased a 325-acre parcel of land creating a “city 
within a city” (Maly 105) with tudor style homes, sprawling garden courtyards, and modern 
buildings that often-resembled castle like structures. This area also boasted “…churches, 
shopping, and recreational activities that would make it cohesive community.” (Maly, 106). Who 
was the “cohesive community” built for, however?  Advertisements for the rapidly developing 
Jackson Heights implicitly and sometimes explicitly marketed towards the interests of native 
United States born Whites who were also Anglo-Saxon Protestants. The area at the time focused 
heavily on keeping out Catholics, African Americans, and Jewish Communities further 
emphasized by the 20-minute commute on various train lines allowing for a way to extract 
oneself from these growing groups and in the more culturally diverse and more heavily 
populated Manhattan. This desire for a white protestant homogenous community was further 
enforced via restrictive covenants in which homes and rentals could not be inhabited or 
purchased by those from the previously named cultural and religious groups. Property fees that 




groups who perhaps wanted to move into the area. This did not change until roughly around the 
1950s when restrictive covenants were deemed illegal, and various Jewish residents with the 
interest to purchase or rent began to reside in Jackson Heights. This ability to move into Jackson 
Heights did not extend to African Americans, however, as housing discrimination against Blacks 
continued until the Fair Housing Act in 1968. This is a somewhat different development from 
that of Corona. 
 Corona much like Jackson Heights was once part of the larger Queens countryside and a 
rather large bucolic town called Newtown and parts of Northern Flushing. This area was 
cultivated both by Black slaves and later Black free laborers for affluent white landowners 
wanting a country getaway when Newtown began to break into smaller towns. German and Irish 
immigrant labor also toiled the area followed subsequently by Polish and later Italian 
immigrants. White families that used Newtown as a center for farmland, and country vacations 
began to build homes both for themselves, rental properties, and later began purchasing smaller 
parcels of land to create new towns. The Black community who not only worked but lived in the 
area and created their own communities within found themselves displaced from the 1900s-
1920s but still very much tied to the land that generations of their families had cultivated and 
built communities, spiritual centers, and villages (Sanjek 24).These Black families began to 
relocate to what is now known as North Corona and also Flushing who had a bustling Black 
population. Prior to the creation and opening of the Queensboro Bridge, the Corona LIRR station 
enabled various waves of affluent whites as well as other groups to travel to the area. Much like 
the development in Jackson Heights, there was now a need for more housing including the 
creation of more residential buildings due to access. More housing became necessary upon the 




named Roosevelt Avenue: The Number 7 line. Many of the European immigrants established 
communal traditions in the area centered heavily around cultural and religious institutions in the 
area like those found in Black communities and their religious institutions. Many smaller 
political and civic organizations also grew within these different communities to address issues 
faced within the cultural communities and to also examine problems within North Corona. 
Waves of Southern Blacks and families from the Caribbean also began to move to North Corona, 
with more owning homes and properties due to White flight (Sanjek)(Maly)(Gregory). North 
Corona was viewed as a predominately Black area by the 1960s a large number of the residents 
being the of Middle and Upper Middle- class (Maly 113). 
The close proximity of North Corona to Jackson Heights, similar yet contrasting histories 
of affluent development and investment into the area, and the socio-economic status of many of 
the homeowners within the area from the 1950s-1990s suggests that the two areas that also share 
a political community district (Community District 3, along with East Elmhurst) ideally would 
be more open to one another. This comes with an almost 50-year legacy of more obvious 
discrimination and division between the two towns. In 1964 the New York Board of education 
attempted to integrate schools by having parents send children from local public schools that 
existed along 34th avenue a few streets in both directions surrounding Junction Boulevard to the 
school in the neighboring town. This was met with great resistance from Jackson Heights 
families. Junction Boulevard, with its links to LaGuardia Airport, Northern Boulevard, and the 
Number 7 line serving as the line of demarcation between these groups, and became a visual 
reminder of the assumed differences between the inhabitants. The tensions that   the once 
homogenous white Jackson Heights community had toward  Blacks living in North Corona 




unshrouded in both instances. Whites in Jackson Heights assumed that the ability for Blacks to 
live in North Corona post White Flight and to create a community that also included prominent 
political figures and celebrities, houses of worship, and cultural centers that it also meant that 
Blacks had no desire to move to Jackson Heights as they would be more comfortable within their 
own area and culture. This assumption appears to have still existed at least in the mid-2000s 
(Maly). Several interviews conducted by Maly suggested an openness to integration with Asians 
and Latinos, and the assumption that the potential for Black Jackson Heights residents would 
create a massive shift in demographics in Jackson Heights, driving many non-Black residents out 
of the area for fear of safety, and the assumed devaluing of the area. Another interview 
conducted by Maly suggests that Asians and Latinos serve as “…the buffers between the blacks 
and the whites…” (Maly 114). The question looms how did these historical boundaries remain 
intact with current changes in immigration, shifts in mobility, and the subsequent aging and 
deaths of many long time North Corona and Jackson Heights residents into the 1990s-2010s ? 
Looking for Answers 
 While property speculation occurs in both areas, there appears to be a somewhat 
untraditional gentrification narrative in North Corona/Jackson Heights4 area. The demography of 
both Jackson Heights and North Corona has shifted to making these areas predominately Latino 
populated communities. According to a report compiled by the Latino Data Project and 
Lawrence Cappello Ph.D.(2019), there have been increases from 1990-2016 in North Corona and 
Jackson Heights in both the Asian population (12.6 percent in 1990 to 17.4 percent in 2016) and 
Latino population (45.4 percent in 1990 and 65.6 percent in 2016) with subsequent decreases in 
                                                     
4 For the purposes of this paper Jackson Heights/North Corona or North Corona/Jackson Heights will be 
interchangeably. The name refers to the same area located in part of Queens Community District 3 and contains the 




the Non-Hispanic White population (26.4 percent in 1990 and 10.7 percent in 2016) and Non-
Hispanic Black Population (14.9 percent in 1990 and 4.2 percent in 2016). The proximity of 
Jackson Heights/North Corona to Manhattan, the accessibility to various train and bus lines to 
other boroughs of New York, within Queens, and to both major New York Airports, make the 
area an ideal place to live, similar to the historical narratives around migration and development 
of these areas. The increase of the Latino population into the two areas were also once assumed 
to be middle class tells a very different socio-economic story.  
Previously, Jackson Heights/North Corona showed a large Puerto Rican population as 
early as the 1940s and 1950s, with a high number of Colombians in the area from the 1970s 
onward, but currently there are five Latino subgroups that have the highest representation in the 
area. These groups, listed here, are ordered from greatest to least as of 2016: Ecuadorians, 
Mexicans, Dominicans, Colombians and Puerto Ricans. The population in Jackson 
Heights/North Corona has been predominately foreign born from at least 1990, but this has been 
in decline even within the five Latino subgroups. This suggests that many of the residents form 
the five Latino subgroups are not leaving the area but are instead building families here. These 
families are not making more than Non-Hispanic Blacks or Whites nor are they making more 
than Asians economically. In fact, despite growing real estate development this area of Queens is 
becoming poorer (Cappello 17) with the five subgroups representing the highest level of 
residents living in poverty in 2016 at 30 percent. This is interesting as employment in the area 
has increased amongst all groups but there is also a nationwide increase to part-time and shift 
work with a reduction in salaried/full-time labor (Cappello 19). The lower median income in this 





 If the entirety of the North Corona/Jackson Heights area is experiencing a decrease in 
median income, a shift in demographics, and an increased poverty rate despite low 
unemployment this begs the question of what is happening to non-Hispanic White and Black 
inhabitants who made up most of the assumed middle class in both of these areas. While some of 
these individuals have possibly passed away, there is also the question of what is causing many 
of the earlier residents, or residents who have grown up in the area to move away. In various 
narratives of gentrification there is the idea of disinvestment in a region. This could be a 
potential in Jackson Heights/North Corona as both were victim to the ill of the crack/cocaine 
epidemic of the 1980s-1990s, various drug wars that provided an influx of new immigrants 
fleeing various areas of South and Central America (1970s-1990s), and also a shift in the care of 
the two communities by local government during various periods. Incidents that support this 
blind eye in care and upkeep of the two towns include a change in the housing market which 
allows for property owners and landlords desperate to rent or sell to those who are looking for 
housing, illegal subdivisions of pre-existing housing, and apartments which have led to tragedies 
including arrest and death in the area (Maly 122). While this appears to have somewhat reduced 
in the more integrated areas of Jackson Heights, these housing issues continue in the more Latino 
heavy areas within Jackson Heights and within North Corona. Another narrative that persists is 
that Jackson Heights is a relatively affluent area while North Corona is poor, most likely a 
remnant of stereotypes of the former Black demographic and the difference in the architecture of 
the two towns given the vastly different form of development in each. Once again, the proximity 
of these towns to major hubs of transportation including airports make this area extremely 
attractive to immigrant populations. The ease of the commute from Manhattan and the lower cost 




area often lured via word of mouth, or editorial writing by media sources such as the New York 
Times which speak of the ethnic diversity, select ideal moments of each town’s history, and the 
cultural diversity of the food found in Northern Queens. Does this make this area middle to 
upper middle class given what we know about the shift in income and increasing poverty rate, 
no. It does, however, make the area one in which there is a mixture of income and socio-
economic status, a more realistic view of both areas that has probably been a reality for the 
district for sixty or more years (Sanjek 64-67,)(Maly 119-122). To illustrate the ways in which 
these immigrant populations and their struggles are often shrouded in the cloak of the Jackson 
Heights Middle class: 
 …middle-income residents in Jackson Heights ‘want to believe that we are all middle 
income and above and they don’t want to deal with it. And they put blinders on,…and 
what is happening in the community is that those that need the services, like for housing 
or social services, they don’t get the services…because they don’t exist in the 
community.’ The evidence is mounting, however, that population needing such services 
does exist. This reality is apparent in the public schools, where during the 1997-1998 
school year three-quarters of all students were eligible for free lunch by federal standards. 
(U.S. Department of Education 2000). Census data reveal that a third of all rental housing 
is overcrowded (Maly 122).  
This suggests that while the demography of the area has changed along with the income other 
struggles of many of the residents go unrecognized in favor for a homogenous conceptualization 
of the area. If basic services are unavailable to meet the needs of many of the residents, how is 
the area itself being made to be more accommodating to those who are moving to and living 




environment and space are being used to signal belonging in the region? How is the state 
assisting in these processes? 
Bidding on the BID 
 Tensions have risen in the Jackson Heights/North Corona area around the enactment of 
zoning changes and the proposed creation of new Business Improvement Districts or BID. The 
stakeholders for these BID projects suggest that commercial areas in Jackson Heights and North 
Corona that are yet to be part of the BID would receive better “…sanitation, lighting and 
security…” (Stephens 2014). The proposed project would be an extension of the BID from the 
Jackson Heights-Corona Partnership similar to one that exists along 82nd Street Jackson Heights5 
and spread along Roosevelt Avenue from 74th Street-Roosevelt Avenue and Eastward along 
Roosevelt to cover commercial  areas found at Junction Boulevard and 103 Street-Corona 
Avenue. While most of the area in the project is commercial, the bounds of the proposed 
business districts also included some housing areas. The proposed space along Roosevelt Avenue 
currently includes commercial shops, stores, and restaurants, but also contains various street 
vendors, and bars populated by ethnic communities in the area and a multicultural LGBTQIA 
community6. These proposals have divided the community as they suggest an increased level of 
surveillance to residents that are often facing various other forms discrimination. The BID would 
create an even greater  police presence in the area and require far more involvement from 
politicians including  decisions around use and regulation of the space. Much of the marketing 
and conversations around the creation of the space focused on high levels of crime and criminal 
                                                     
5According to 82ndstreet.org the 82nd Street Partnership is an organization that manages and promotes the 82nd street 
BID which is a “not for profit entity comprised of property owners, commercial tenants, government officials  and 
community leaders.” 
6 Jackson Heights is the site of one the largest Queer communities in New York City stemming from the time of the 




behavior along Roosevelt Avenue78 with little creation of any supportive narrative suggesting 
how families use and traverse the area, or the ways in which various communities use the area to 
support themselves, their families in Queens, and the borough itself. Many of the cultural and 
smaller stores would be removed to make way for “…an anchor tenant similar to Disney in 
Times Square—which would likely result in higher rents and mute some of the unique character 
of the corridor…” ( Stephens 2014). This agrees with Michael Maly’s analysis of the tensions 
surrounding bilingual/monolingual non-English signage tensions in the area during the 1990s. 
Maly, as quoted by Stephens, states: 
 “Efforts [like going door to door explaining the benefits of the regulations] demonstrate 
an emerging understanding that dialogue is necessary in Jackson Heights to incorporate 
the various visions of the community. The key challenge is to broaden the base of 
residents and merchants who are defining community interests” (2014).  
While such efforts would support politicians desire to draw more economic resources into the 
area, and this could help larger land and business owners, this proposal would displace many 
smaller vendors, Queer sex workers who are discriminated from finding various forms of work, 
and suggests a looming threat of gentrification due to the potential of newer vendors, 
corporations, and New Yorkers with more capital desiring to invest into the area in a way 
inaccessible to lower income inhabitants. The demographic data provided from the Latino Data 
                                                     
7 Roosevelt Avenue which stretches from 48th Street in Sunnyside and terminates in Flushing is a sex trafficking hub 
in the East Coast due to its large number of immigrants and abundance of travel options. This issue has been 




 Discrimination around Trans sex workers is high in this Queens area including Section 240.37 of a penal code 240 
which states that it is an offense for someone to loiter for the purposes of prostitution. Trans women are often 
profiled using this penal code as  a justification with loitering taken to mean any form of waiting. Some examples 
include waiting for a bus or standing near gay bars along Roosevelt Avenue in which there are many. The NYPD 




Project (Cappello 2019), also supports that this form of project could be detrimental to the area 
as both Jackson Heights/North Corona both have large number of undocumented immigrants 
living in these areas that are often unaccounted or not represented in many of its demographic 
studies. If these residents do not trust researchers, and are often abused by police and the 
government agencies that often scan the area such as Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE), who is protected in this narrative of the area needing to be protected and made sanitary via 
clean up and policing? By 2017, the plans for the expansion of the BID were stopped due to the 
efforts of community organizers, and citizens from the areas, yet the policing of minority, 
immigrant, and Queer populations continue in the region. While the myths of the area both 
historical and contemporary coincide in some way, inhabitants of the North Corona/Jackson 
Heights area continue to traverse these areas and the symbolic boundaries of discrimination, 
income and policing. One such way they continue to assert their presence is through the sartorial, 
and practices of consumption in creating the self. 















 Tracing the Triad: 

























The Triad: A Quandary 
 Underneath the roar of the 7 train lies Roosevelt Avenue, a bustling center of activity that 
is busy at different volumes, and for very different reasons depending on the time of the day in 
which you traverse the area. This long series of blocks consists of bars, stores, restaurants and 
various vendors which change their merchandise and sometimes language as you move along the 
avenue. The space also serves as one of the main connecting streets between three shopping 
districts in North Corona/Jackson Heights: 74th Street, 82nd Street, and Junction Boulevard listed 
here in an eastbound direction moving from Manhattan towards Flushing/Long Island. As 
previously discussed, these areas were under potential governmental change through the creation 
of a plan for the expansion of a Business Improvement District (BID) that was toted to not only 
create more “sanitary” spaces in North Corona and Jackson Heights but also increase 
governmental and police presence in the area. This proposal was met with mixed opinion and 
was subsequently rejected in 2017. These three shopping districts while serving as physical 
boundaries, also reflect the residents in each area through the products provided. They also serve 
as a means for the inhabitants of the area to procure items to adorn themselves. While many 
openly traverse the area there are few explicit examples of the tensions between the different 
cultures within each area, the desire for representation, and assumptions related to racial, gender, 
and socio-economic mythologies. The differences between the shopping districts and Roosevelt 
Avenue reflect various waves of the inhabitants of the area, suggesting new communities and the 
interests of those moving in. Understanding that boundaries exist geographically, within 
environments, and that the body itself exists as a boundary we can see the ways in which these 
tensions manifest. Through examining the ways in which the sartorial and consumption reflect 
all these boundaries and communicate forms of resistance oppression through various narratives 




themselves and others. 
It should be noted that in referring to the shopping districts found in the North 
Corona/Jackson Heights area as “The Triad”, it in no way explains the shape of the area but 
instead explains the relationship between the three shopping districts that make up a portion of 
the community district. While they each differ somewhat in the goods available along their lanes, 
they help signal some of the fabric of communities past and present and support this region of 
the borough. Here we will discuss some of the physical stores, clothing items, and other markers 
found in each of the distinct districts and how they influence the cultures and the communities 
within. 
Roosevelt Avenue  
 Roosevelt Avenue as it stands in the triad is a main connection point. Starting at 48th 
Street in Sunnyside Queens, it is also a main thoroughfare in the Borough of Queens. This street 
traverses several neighborhoods in Queens, terminating at 156th Street and Northern Boulevard 
(Flushing). The name Roosevelt Avenue is often associated with the 74th Street-Roosevelt 
Avenue train station which is one of the major transportation hubs within Queens housing 





Figure 1. Roosevelt Avenue Jackson Heights Train Station. Passengers leave through one of the 
entrances of the Jackson Heights train station along Roosevelt Avenue (2019). 
 
In Woodside, a very short walk from the 74th Street train station and commercial shopping 
district, is the Long Island Railroad which shuttles commuters to Long Island and Manhattan, 
albeit at a price costlier than the Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA) trains. The area under 
Roosevelt is met with the sound of cars on the streets, the train above and various 
announcements, but this cacophony of sound changes as the day goes on to include various 
cultural music, vendors calling out to potential customers, and different people enjoying their 
day. This only shifts slightly as the night goes on as many of the bars and restaurants along 





Figure 2. Two of several bars along Roosevelt Avenue (2019) 
 In the darkness of night, the generally leisurely pace of those walking through the area 
quickens, as many of the vendors, stores, and restaurants have shuttered their doors and the 7 
Train’s elevated tracks cast a darkness onto the street below. More and more street vendors begin 
to set up their stalls, selling late night meals to shift workers, club goers, and residents in the 
know the fragrance of spices filling the air. The presence of the police is often also found in the 
area, with police officers patrolling by foot, vehicle or by hovering over the area with bright 
lights from mobile police towers (Figure 3) lifted to survey various areas where incidents have 
occurred in a very panopticon like manner. This doesn’t change the pulse of the area, however. 
Those who traverse the area do so with more awareness of their surroundings and knowledge of 
illicit behavior that occurs in both North Corona and Jackson Heights (see footnote 8). The 
streets themselves show signs of wear and the effects of both pollution and human habitation. 







Figure 3. Police Surveillance Tower. Police surveillance tower situated in North Corona. 
Similar towers are placed throughout North Corona and Jackson Heights. (2019) 
 
Clothing that is sold along Roosevelt Avenue also shows cultural variance among the 
communities. The clothing stores along this space tend to be smaller in size than their 
counterparts along the commercial districts. One reason for this are the size of many of the 
buildings under Roosevelt Avenue. Many of the buildings were built post the creation of the 7 
line in 1917. Homes that existed prior to what is now Roosevelt Avenue were removed in order 
to make space for the train to be built (Sanjek). New construction between the 1920s-1930s 
created smaller apartment buildings along Roosevelt that often had small commercial/retail space 
on the ground level with apartments above. Many of these buildings are no more than two stories 
in height. While the stores on the ground level have changed both in merchandise and tenants 
with some now splitting their spaces with several vendors, they cannot accommodate the larger 




sell contemporary style “western influenced clothing” and accessories including those influenced 
by hip-hop, social media, and the current drive of fast fashion. The ability for these vendors to 
have visibility upon various cultures of commuters, workers, shoppers, and residents within the 
area prior to larger retailers may increase their chances of selling depending on the item quality 
and price.  
74th Street 
The current 74th Street shopping district stretches from Roosevelt Avenue to 37th Avenue. 37th 
Avenue also contains Restaurants, smaller café’s, and clothing stores. Often referred to as Little 
India, 74th Street contains various stores and restaurants that cater to the South Asian diaspora. 
Supermarkets and smaller grocery stores provide residents from South Asian food items, spices, 
and toiletries at more reasonable prices than importing these items from “back home” (Figure 4).  
 
Figure 4. Interior of Patel Brothers Supermarket. Showing green vegetables, nut prices and packs 





These prices are also often more affordable than those found in larger supermarkets, and 
therefore also attracts non-South Asian shoppers while providing availability of items difficult to 
find elsewhere. The clothing found along 74th Street also provides insight in providing customers 
with good often unavailable in New York. Besides Indian, Tibetan, Nepali, and Pakistani 
restaurants, there are a myriad of clothing shops that surround the 74th Street shopping district. 
These stores line both sides of the street in an array of dazzling color. Mannequins are dressed in 
Sarees, Salwar Kameez, Kurta Pajama9, and various styles of turbans (Figure 5) while jewelry 
stores show heavy 22 Karat earrings, large necklaces, and bangles in their windows (Figure 6).   
          
Figure 5. Indian Bridal Store Window Display           Figure 6. Indian Jewelry Store Window 
                                                     
9 Saree or Sari refers to a heavily draped garment wrapped and pleated around the body made from roughly 4.5 to 8 
meters of fabric. It is often worn with a choli (blouse) and petticoat. Salwar Kameez is an outfit consisting of a long 
tunic and pleated pants that are usually full and voluminous. Kurta Pajama also consists of a tunic and pants but is 




These vibrant and colorful displays are designed in part to lure customers in due to the 
sometimes-similar nature of the merchandise. Stores often offer highly competitive pricing with 
price negotiation as part of the transactional shopping process. More upscale South Asian bridal 
stores have started opening along the corridor, some taking over spaces formerly occupied by 
two individual stores. The clothing in these more upscale shops still have South Asian traditional 
silhouettes, but in addition to some traditional items, these stores also stock prestige luxury South 
Asian designers, modern prints and fabrication techniques, enhanced by luxurious interiors often 
with velvet and leather chaise lounges, marblesque floors, chandeliers, and clean minimalist 
interiors (Figure 7).  
 
Figure 7. Modern Bridal Shop. Interior includes chandeliers, sleek design, and modern clothing 
and designers. 




western fashion in terms of both design and amenities. Many of the other stores, while they have 
South Asian clothing fill their stores almost top to bottom with shelving to accommodate their 
wears with sales associates waiting to assist shoppers lining the sometimes-narrow spaces. A 
larger store called Butala Emporium (Figure 8) sits in the middle of this district, selling religious 
items, housewares, and a large amount of South Asian beauty items, toiletries, and costume 
jewelry in an open albeit simplistic space. While this store aims to provide for needs of 
grooming, cooking, and adornment there is an emphasis on being able to provide residents from 
the South Asian cultural items at an affordable price point in comparison to the nearby Indian 
bridal/clothing shops and jewelry shops. 
 





Figure 9. Inexpensive Polyester South Asian Outfits. 
 




More everyday clothing is also available in the area, with smaller vendors selling simplistic 
cotton and polyester (Figure 9, Figure 10) outfits hanging outside of doorways, hijabs and kufis 
on tabletops, with smaller shops selling industry specific clothing such as scrubs and lab coats. 
82nd Street 
Moving eastward toward Flushing via either Roosevelt Avenue or 37th Avenue is the next 
shopping district within “The Triad”: 82nd Street. The 82nd Street shopping district very similar to 
74th Street and is mostly concentrated between Roosevelt and 37th Avenues, but stretches beyond 
Roosevelt with some shopping along Baxter Street. This area is one that has a very visible 
alliance with their BID. Banners reminding those traversing the area of their location can be 
found on streetlamps that appear antique but are modern are found throughout the shopping 
district (figure 11). 
 







Like the buildings found along Roosevelt Avenue, many of the buildings are no more than two to 
four stories in height with a mix of ground level shops and offices in the spaces above. There are 
very few culturally specific shops on 82nd Street itself. Many of the stores on 82nd Street are 
larger chain retailers such as Gap, Old Navy, Banana Republic, and The Children’s Place. There 
are also corporate chain fast food restaurants such as Wendy’s and McDonald’s. Along 37th 
Avenue and 82nd street there are several fashion stores that cater to the Colombian and Latin 
diaspora. While some carry merchandise that bares the insignia and name of various South and 
Central American soccer teams, other stores carry figure enhancing jeans also known as 
Levanatacolas10 (see figures 15 and 16) and foundational support garments referred to in Spanish 
as a “faja”11. These items cater directly to the notion of femininity and creation of the body 
popular in Colombia and other parts of the Latin America. Along the Roosevelt Avenue side of 
82nd Street there is a beginning stretch of vendors who also sell soccer related items (Figure 12) 
and the start of many street vendors not only selling food from countries represented in the five 
Latino subgroups mentioned in part one, but also the clothing and sartorial items that are popular 
to those who dress in a more culturally traditional manner. Latino, bars, bakeries and restaurants 
(Figure 13) continue along Roosevelt Avenue. moving towards Flushing and away from both 
74th Street and 82nd Street as we reach our final shopping district within “The Triad” Junction 
Boulevard 
                                                     
10 Levanatacola jeans/pants originate in Colombia and are often called Colombian Jeans. The name comes from 
Levanta Cola which means to lift butt, which is why they are so popular. The fabric and paneling in the jeans shape 
and contour the stomach, hips, and butt giving a lifted and curvier appearance to those wearing them. 
11 A faja is an undergarment that originally used to help with healing for patient having surgeries in various regions 
of the torso. The ability to holding the flesh and help contour the body has made them a fashion stable to create the 





Figure 12. Soccer Shirts from Street Vendor 82nd Street 
 
Figure 13. Colombian and American food in Jackson Heights. A Colombian eatery is next to a 





Keeping in mind the mythology that the once predominately Black section of North 
Corona is middle class and still middle class despite that the population is now predominately 
Latino and becoming poorer, the shopping district shows a lower investment by large corporate 
retailers save a few fast food restaurants. There are several Colombian bakeries, international 
supermarkets, and smaller chain restaurants selling pizza, fried chicken, and American style 
Chinese food. In contrast to 74th Street there is a lack of an extensive number of ethnic specific 
stores. There are  two stores that sell Colombian style jeans and foundational garments like that 
found on 82nd Street and 37th Avenue (Figure 14, Figure 15). 
 
Figure 14. Fajas and Levantacola Jeans. Colombian foundation garments and body 





Figure 15. Made in Colombia Boutique. A Boutique selling clothing and foundational 
garments made in Colombia, South America that emphasizes the curves of women’s bodies 
 
Other than a long-standing lingerie shop that has been the area for fifty years that was 
recently forced to relocate due to increasing rent, the majority of the other stores are smaller 
chain retailers, jewelry stores stemming from as early as the 1980s, and fast fashion retailers. 
Many of the fast fashion retailers on Junction Boulevard have a following in lower income areas, 
amongst youth and adults in the outer boroughs of New York. Four of the larger fast fashion 
retailers found here are Rainbow, Pretty Girl,10 Spot, and VIM. (Figure 16) (Figure 17). Smaller 
newer boutiques selling fast fashion have high turnover rates as the similar clothing is offered at 






Figure 16. Rainbow Shop. Rainbow a fast fashion chain usually available in urban areas.
 





Many of the stores here on Junction Boulevard are often in close proximity with one another. For 
example, there are two sportswear clothing stores with a bank (now closed) in between selling 
similar merchandise (Figure 18).  
 
Figure 18. Two Sneaker Stores that also sell urban wear near each other on Junction Boulevard 
 




The clothing retailers here appear to sell clothing that aligns heavily with hip-hop subculture12 
for both men and women (Figure 19) with many of the women focused stores having a huge 
focused on hypersexual rendering of the female body (Figure 20).  
 
Figure 20. Display window in fast fashion retailer in Corona Queens. Fast fashion caters towards  
emphasizing the stereotype of the desirable female body sexy, young, and thin. 
The women’s clothing in the fast fashion retailers shows an emphasis on the female form and 
sexuality but generally with the promise of youth and vitality. While the price point in these 
stores are rather low, the size range is also sometimes quite small except at Rainbow which also 
                                                     
12 Hip-Hop subculture is one that aligns with the music and cultural symbols found in hip-hop music and its related 
motif, sportswear, boots, and others styles of dress popular in urban cities that are epicenters of hop-hop influence 
this style and due to the global interest in the music, this style has been reproduced globally. It offers the appeal of 





has a dedicated Plus Size (Figure 21) section located within the basement of the store. Older 
women shopping along this district have limited choices. One boutique nearer to Roosevelt 
Avenue caters to this demographic carrying only a few more formal clothing items. 
 
Figure 21. Plus Size Clothing in a Display Window in Rainbow Shop located in Corona, Queens. 
Fast fashion and lack of clothing choice in terms of style, size, and age appears to be 
repetitive for almost the entirety of the Junction Boulevard District which ends at Northern 
Boulevard. The saturation of smaller boutiques selling cheaply made fast fashion items and the 
only clothing available for older women are more formal items that would be worn at semiformal 
or business-like function. continues onward from Junction onto Roosevelt Avenue both back 
toward Jackson Heights and in the other direction towards Flushing. What do the clothing made 





Reading and Writing 
 Aesthetics behaves as a form of social control as do centers of consumption. It is not only 
a means in which someone creates the self often assumed to be separate from external influences, 
rather it incorporates. Race, culture, gender and age all have societal constructions which are 
thrust upon us via various social schema. We learn these constructions through interactions with 
intimate others such as our families, social circles, and through larger entities such as the state. In 
understanding that the state both wants to create and regulate the body we can better understand 
the power dynamic in dressing, consumption, and communities.  
 In examining some of the merchandise and stores within the three shopping districts we 
are informed both explicitly and implicitly about projected intended customers, ideals of gender, 
and suggestions of race. These signal forms of belonging within groups based upon the 
understanding and implications of cultural specific rules. These rules are not always clear to 
those outside of the intended group and create boundaries amongst those wishing to partake of 
these wares but may not understand the associated social cues. This is similar to articulations by 
Gramsci’s further explored by Kaela Jubas. Jubas suggests:  
…a dialectical tension between materiality and culture in the construction of identity. 
This tension recognizes, first, that identity is constructed in the context of a set of 
geographic, temporal, and social locations. Secondly, identity is both structured through 
systems such as patriarchy, racism and capitalisms, and negotiated within and between 
individuals. Thirdly, although categories such as gender, race and class might be 
individually named and discussed, as social constructions they are always inter-related in 




This can be quite complex in an area such as North Corona/Jackson Heights. Translocality 
makes these notions even more complex because individuals living within a geographic space 
such as this region of Queens are not only dealing with the tensions articulated by Jubas in their 
own community, they are also working with the influences found amongst those in their 
neighborhoods, and also those in the greater area. Aesthetics and consumption both have 
positions within capitalism as they both assist in maintaining capitalist ideals through the 
individual desire to attain and maintain beauty. Another complexity in this area is the ever-
fluctuating understanding of class. Class can not and should not be understood as having the 
same features temporally. This is one of the key issues in the area, the assumption that fifty to 
one-hundred year old narratives about Jackson Heights/North Corona are still applicable to both 
the towns and its inhabitants despite various changes. Class might suggest conditions (i.e. 
economic, educational) however, how the conditions are constructed differs. Consumption and 
the ability to adorn oneself in alignment with these constructed meanings can reflect current 
understandings around identity and location through the ways in which each person is 
constrained within their class standing (Jubas 322). If, for instance, we were to take the South 
Asian formal wear available in the Jackson Heights shopping district we can see that there is a 
deficit in more simplistic daily wear made available in the same stores. Comparing this to the 
clothing made available on Junction Boulevard which focuses heavily on youth, cheap prices, 
hip-hop subculture, and the promotion and creation of  the normative female sexual body, we see 
that there are assumptions placed upon the ability of each community’s desires and identities and 
the ability to create and communicate such.  
In communicating the self and culture through the body and the sartorial, there are 




…Self-monitoring as a means by which individuals align themselves (or not) to 
whichever social group has temporarily become the desired community. High self-
monitors regulate their self-presentation according to the requirements of the immediate 
situation or reference group. In a very real sense, they ‘write’ their identity according to 
their ‘reading’ of the social codes…two characteristics could fully represent self-
monitoring: Ability to modify self-presentation, and sensitivity to expressive behavior of 
others. The former is an identity ‘writing’ skill and the latter a social code ‘reading’ skill. 
(439).  
In order to ‘write’ identity one must understand and ‘read’ the identities of those within their 
group, and society at large. This is one of the ways groups forge belonging or act in defiance to 
social norms around the body and culture. We must also understand that in the creation of the 
self either in alliance or defiance of society that there are differences between pure fashionable 
acts and fashionable clothing. Auty in discussing Simon-Miller states: 
… A ‘pure fashion act’, which is “likely to be a highly indivisualising one” and a 
‘fashionable act’, which “stems from a dual desire: to stand apart from the crowds, but in  
a way that conforms to the higher authority of one or several designers”[in contrast] with 
‘fashionable clothing’, which is “most often socially normative.” Those who “opt for the 
compromise solution of fashionable clothing are motivated to seek difference but a 
socially acceptable, and therefore limited difference.” (443) 
This presents what is observed with the high availability of fast fashion and larger named chain 
stores as was found on Junction Boulevard and 82nd Street. Fast Fashion and corporate chain 




quality with each type store using fabrics such as synthetics. The durability and quality of the 
fabric and fabrication (i.e. seams, stitching, embroidery, dye, etc.) may also differ. This can be 
evidenced in examining the garments themselves which then gives consumers the notion that 
better quality justifies the price point.  
In examining some of the previously provided fast fashion photos we see that items are 
sometimes priced as low as one dollar. Does this mean the actual creation of fast fashion clothing 
is ultimately cheaper than those of higher quality items, not necessarily, what it does say that 
there is a societal assumption that clothing made from less durable material will be priced lower. 
This also shows companies being clear on their consumers. Stores such as Pretty Girl tend to 
open in areas in which there are lower-income residents. This store is often overly stocked with 
cheap fast fashion and irregular items from larger stores which have been drastically discounted 
for resale. In order for lower income residents to participate in fashionable clothing, being able to 
shop at stores such as this allows them the ability to participate in that which seen as societally 
acceptable and appropriate while selecting outfits and creating combination of clothing and 
accessories in a somewhat individual way to set themselves as distinct from peers who might 
shop at similar stores. We must, however, be clear on items provided at fast fashion retailers in 
contrast to those at larger corporate stores. 
 Fast fashion retailers found in these areas are providing items that not only suggest  
normative female gender expression, but an expression that is focused highly on youthfulness 
and the sexual. The men’s fast fashion stores focus heavily on providing various interpretations 
of urban wear, that which is heavily in alignment with pop culture and hip-hop. This contrasts 
with the corporate retailers found along 82nd Street which are more business casual clothing, and 




of sex, licentiousness, and danger. While an individual fashionable themselves could take items 
from ethnic spaces such as those found in 74th Street and amongst vendors found under 
Roosevelt Avenue, fast fashion stores, and larger chain companies, they are taking items that are 
most likely deemed normative in each space, culture and sub-culture associated with its intended 
consumer. In the case of the Colombian jean and lingerie stores, for instance, while much of the 
clothing is fitted, and designed to craft the female body to appear more curvy and fecund, this is 
accepted as normative within Latinidad, African Americans, and other parts of the African 
diaspora. Outfits such as these are often frowned upon and associated with sex in dominant 
American society. 
To wear clothing that complicates the understanding of the normative within dominant 
social structures is an act of resistance even if unintentional. The body as a locus itself provides 
boundaries, that between the individual body and others, the body within space, and the body in 
relation to time. Each of these areas communicate with the stores available target customers. On 
74th Street we see the target demographic are South Asians shopping for cultural or religious 
holidays. Prices which are provided on tags are often negotiated as is customary in parts of South 
Asia. Ethnic wear provided along Roosevelt from areas such as Mexico and Ecuador cater to 
clients from those regions as well, similar to the contemporary western influenced form fitting 
jeans popular in Latin America. The fast fashion items, sneakers and Men’s wear that lines the 
streets of Junction Boulevard, speak to an urban space and assumed urban customers that heavily 
identify with hip-hop subculture. When North Corona had a larger Black community there were 
far fewer of the fast fashion retailers but the jewelry stores and sneaker stores (which also were 
lower in number) but those that were present also catered to that style. The increase of fast 




the data referring to cultural change in the Jackson Heights/North Corona area. Finally, the shift 
in smaller retailers to larger corporations along the 82nd Street shopping district speaks of the 
middle class and those able to not only afford the clothing available in the stores, they are also 
living lifestyles that necessitate that clothing for legibility. These all show linkages between race 
and class, two factors that cannot be distinct in such an analysis. 
While some theorists would attempt to examine these stores and their merchandise 
separate from race and looking only at the income of the areas in which the stores and consumers 
are found, marketers look to demography in order to understands regions and project sales of 
particular items prior to purchasing wholesale to gain profit, that is the corporations look at 
statistical information about areas prior to opening stores to project failure or success based on 
who lives in, traverses the area and are likely able to purchase goods and services. This is further 
supported by state interests in having such large name corporate stores in their area as it helps 
bring more affluence to the situated neighborhoods via spending, real estate investors, as well as 
middle class potential future residents (Zukin 60).  
The understanding of creating the individual style or self is also undertaking a project of 
how one can utilize resources available to them to craft their look. Individuals not only have to 
find understanding of their financial means, what places certain forms of attire are acceptable, 
they also must take into consideration cultural principles “…charter assumptions that allow all 
cultural phenomena to be distinguished, ranked, and interrelated (McCracken 73).” These as the 
boundaries set forth by society as mechanisms of both oppression and control. While culturally 
specific clothing such as that found on 74th Street and along Roosevelt Avenue as well as 
clothing from hip-hop subculture could be socially deviant, it remains a normative item in its 




fashions themselves in this way. If one was to wear an assumed sexually provocative outfit, or an 
ornate saree to a conservative American workspace which aligns with dressing akin to dominant 
society, they would be dressing inappropriately. This would be accurate in terms of the spatial 
and temporal boundaries of that workspace but potentially acceptable in the individual’s culture 
and community or the same position in a different geographic region or point of time. These 
individuals could be dressing in this way not so much to ignore the associated rules of the 
workplace, but are instead choosing to assert their own identities blurring societally imposed 
boundaries. The shopping districts of North Corona/Jackson Heights show what is associated 
with expected normative dressing for the residents in each area, less the influence of translocality 
and subversion. The creation of the self in such a space relies heavily on the requirement that   
…individuals have a concept of themselves in which their ‘I-ness’ or me-‘ness’ is 
abstracted from their different sides and fixed as their intensional determinant. It is by 
this conceptual structure that aspects of an individual can be conceived as belonging to 
him- or herself….individuals could not, without such a conceptually structured version of 
themselves, recognize themselves as the identical within the different nor could they 
perceive their different qualities as manifestations of themselves (Zepf 145). 
In understanding the self and the associated oppressions, assumed normative behaviors, 
socioeconomic status, and desires people can create themselves and move within society. To 
exist and traverse these areas dressed in a way that shows the vast variety subcultures, and 
narratives related affluences or lack thereof is subversive as it pushes against demarcations or 
boundaries set forth by corporations suggesting who shops where and for what. It is here that we 
see the practice of creating self-identity both in “reading”: time, culture, and systems of 




highly visible for those who are not within communities, even if what is perceived as 




















 Unstitching the Borders: 


























In taking into consideration questions regarding the sartorial in relationship to 
constructions of gender, race, and class amidst gentrification in New York, examining a visibly 
gentrified area with more stereotypical narratives in relation to the gentrification process such as 
Williamsburg, Brooklyn or Long Island City, Queens appears to be problematic. While both of 
these towns have ethnic variance, the heavy socioeconomic class divide appears to offer a 
quandary in how people would define themselves, their spending habits, and how they 
conceptualize the area and their belonging within. While there could potentially be residents in 
these towns that are neither very wealthy or very poor, the question would remain where would it 
be possible to find both types of individuals and would they centralize their practices of 
consumption within their towns? An ideal region would be one that which allows for access for 
all people regardless of class to congregate equally without perceived economic or class related 
barriers. The architectural differences between Jackson Heights and North Corona, mythologies 
surrounding middle class New Yorkers and race, and demographic shifts showed diversity which 
could lead to variations of understandings of both the area, gentrification, and the self in 
relationship to fashion. 
 As was discussed previously in Cahill, a mechanism of gentrification is disinvestment of 
an area by the current residential population which we saw in earlier shifts in Jackson Heights 
and North Corona groups of residents changing multiple times both historically and 
contemporarily. There was a disregard for the lives, customs, and communities previously 
housed in the area to match assumptions related to class and race to develop residential areas. 
This appeal to match these assumptions also extended to class related consumption. Solutions 
were suggested to allow for the betterment of such areas, and their less fortunate residents such 




structures were made to afford people a space to congregate and in the words of Walt Whitman 
to serve as “the lung” of an urban area, creating access to other inhabitants and to allow for 
groups to congregate together. Even this was met with controversy as higher classes found it 
repulsive to be in proximity with the lower class, different racial/sexualities, and the differences 
in the desires for area usage.  
 The construction of the Junction Boulevard, 82nd Street, and 74th Street-Roosevelt 
Avenue commercial districts originally served as areas for such community congregation and 
amusements. Each of these areas contained movie theatres, smaller mom and pop style stores, 
restaurants and other amenities for residents. Many of these attractions began to close between 
the 1960-2000s as residents began to travel outside of this area to see films while the cost to 
maintain movie theatres continued to go up as attendance went down. Other stores and 
restaurants opened catering to newer waves of inhabitants which once again began to shift 
between the 1990s-2000s to reflect the newer demography of the areas.  
 Examining a multicultural area undergoing demographic change to study fashion, the 
body, and consumption allows for the questioning of the ways in which race, class, and culture 
play into fashion as it translates into the way people select their wears for the everyday. These 
shopping districts exist as a “free” space of amusement allows for various classes and races to 
congregate simultaneously, even if their actual behaviors within the space differs. One of the 
major reasons against the mixed reaction to the BID, is also the same reason Roosevelt Avenue 
continues to be the bustling area that it is: cultural relevancy. Keeping in mind the cultural 
history of this region of Queens, there is a desire to not only honor the various cultures within, 
but to also have connection back to the culture and communities that many inhabitants have left 




supporting these businesses not only shows support to these owners and workers, but also offers 
cheaper meals and services with relative quick accessibility in contrast to many of the same 
items if purchased in Manhattan. They are also lower pricing which is less than the cost of taking 
a trip to many of the countries that these items come from. While interactions such as this could 
allow for more cultural literacy, the constant traversing of an area by those from outside of 
similar cultures could operate as a form of surveillance or exploitation. Even if residents feel free 
to make decisions in terms of where and how to shop within North Corona and Jackson Heights 
and who to buy wares from when doing so, they are still subject to the influences of residential 
and business life in the area.  
There has been a heavy police presence in the area from at least the 1990s targeting not 
only immigrants but also Blacks, and the LGBTQIA community with heavy discrimination 
against Trans residents and workers in the area. This has been made more complicated with the 
introduction of ICE13 in 2003 and new migration policies post the election of  President Donald 
Trump. This may also pressure residents to support ethnic and longstanding business under the 
threat of displacement and oppression from the government. This displacement of “native” 
owned shops, businesses, and people are a main signal in gentrification as it signals a movement 
of the economic means and tastes of those moving into an area (Zukin et. Al 47). In “the 
supplying the material needs of more affluent residents and newcomers…” according to Zukin 
and her team of researchers, “native” store owners are forced to appeal to the interests of the new 
coming populations, can no longer run on system of credit and informal relationships, moving 
instead toward a more formal practice of impersonality. These factors including changing 
products sold to appeal to the new clientele threatens these store owners as they chance the loss 
                                                     




of their prior customer base. This focused “boutiquing” (Zukin 48) focuses heavily on niche 
markets and goods. The niche market of goods behaves as a boundary as it signals who belongs 
within. In seeing the lack of various shops in the three shopping districts, it signals that there is 
societal disapproval of those who are plus size and also those who are older, at least when 
thinking of women. This creates very often a class divide as such practices “enhances the quality 
of life of the new urban middle class, including the new black middle class…” (Zukin 48). This 
new Black middle class that Zukin speaks of would extend for our purposes to all new minority 
middle class individuals who have moved into the area and have the choice to shop in fast 
fashion retailers or in the middle-class corporate retail shops. It should be noted that such 
practices situate the consumption of the new urban gentry as normative and “challenges the 
‘right to the city’ of low-income residents”. Various bodily shapes and types serve as a physical 
representation of the racial, bodily, and class divides of gentrification.  
 Residents with lower income may not be able to afford the ability to traverse with the 
shops found in these commercial spaces, but should their bodies also not fit the clothing provided 
it is another barrier that restricts their access. For instance, being plus size keep residents away 
from participating in the boutique commodity as they do not fit the sizes provided, a clear marker 
that such shops are not for “people like you” with that statement made more complex depending 
on income if there is both a size restriction and limited budget. Finally if inhabitants choose not 
to spend money due to quality lacking in relationship to price, this shows that not only are the 
goods found in these niche urban boutiques or larger chain stores of any better quality than those 
found in cheaper stores found in the same urban areas, but instead cater to a particular niche 
market. This would suggest that such practices are not only about membership and exclusion, but 




residents in the area would rather give their funds to larger corporate mass retailers and e-tailers  
depending on their access to the internet and income, there are those who also choose to support 
the sartorial ventures created and sometimes necessitated by the aesthetic and economic 
sensibilities of  lower-income residents within this area of  Queens. These physical limitations 
allow consumers to feel limited by the behaviors of those who choose to move into these largely 
multicultural mixed income areas due to assumptions of wealth of the inhabitants. 
Complicating the oppression that often is omnipresent in the shopping districts and 
contributing the assumption of a middle class “White” Jackson Heights, and poorer Latino North 
Corona are the phenotypic markers of ancestry. These markers not only can consist of facial 
features, skin color, but also hair texture differences which often necessitate the needs for good 
and services to assist in their grooming. These factors also assist in creating parts of the ethnos or 
residents which can also create a social discomfort in the space of newcomers in the area and 
those from other communities unfamiliar with the vast potential difference and variance. This 
discomfort lies in the production of a locality, or at best the reminder of a locality/community 
that one cannot have power over or gain membership into. According to Appadurai: “…localities 
are life-worlds constituted by relatively stable associations, relatively known and shared 
histories, and collectively traversed and legible spaces and places [which] is often at odds with 
projects of the nation-state…” (Appadurai 338). While Queens itself is not a nation state, the 
reconfiguration of the community’s social production of space has implications on the social, 
economic, and state levels much like that of a nation state. To question racial belonging due to 
phenotypic markers is not only to attempt to reassert a power dynamic with various minorities in 
the position of the oppressed, but it is also a symbolic breeching of a border/zone/boundary both 




the body in such ways that are distinct to a culture, possible via the availability of goods (such as 
sarees, salwar kameez, and huipil) and hair dressers who are skilled in creating ethnic specific 
hairstyles such as braids, cornrows, and locs14.  
In attaining goods and services which one holds as being specific to the “other” is to 
attempt to gain cultural legibility and knowledge as per Bourdieu’s discussion of cultural capital 
and habitus. To consume in this way, positions the person attaining these goods as a person 
attempting to consume a culture foreign to itself. This behavior is not denied due to class and 
privilege as the financial and cultural resources afforded to the upwardly mobile is built upon 
access to culture outside of the classroom and very often outside of communities of origin (Trigg 
110-112). The creation of shops that sell foundation garments/Colombian jeans, Indian clothing, 
and items of dress and supplies for sex workers in the area are all examples of resistance to being 
labeled according to dominant aesthetic and community restrictions, and instead claiming 
ethnic/racial/minority alliance as means to position the self, the body, and aesthetics and is a 
subversive action toward gentrification. To not be defined solely by the power structures at hand 
in gentrification through self-imaging, rejection of new social hierarchies and rejection of both 
sartorial, and amusements related to gentrification is powerful in creating neighborhood, 
community, and personal autonomy. Such ethnos serves as a reminder of the history of Jackson 
Heights/North Corona and the assumption of homogeneity in terms of culture and socioeconomic 
status, a reminder that Appadurai would suggest is a mode of threat because of its consistency 
and mobility (339). These pervading thoughts that everyone desires the same aesthetics and have 
the same sartorial needs flattens the diversity of the neighborhoods and the inhabitants and 
                                                     
14 Braids, cornrows, and locs all refer to African diasporic hair styling that incorporate manipulating the hair into 
weaved styles. Specific to locs often also called dreadlocks, hair is coiled and allowed to do so until the hair has 
matted or locked. Dreadlocks are usually seen as a derogatory term and the term locs are generally preferred by non-




centers the desires of the affluent, middle class, and aesthetics often associated with Whiteness.  
 While earlier literature in relationship to gentrification is reflective of narratives of 
happening to various groups of minorities and poor whites by more affluent whites, 
gentrification itself is a process that also consists of minorities that have the class and economic 
means to participate (Cahill 210). The ability to be labeled as a hipster comes from the idea of 
being a hipster is not only to gentrify, but also to participate in the lifestyle associated with 
legibility and membership into (Trigg 2001),(Zukin 2009). This lifestyle, however, is one that 
many lower incomes Jackson Heights/North Corona residents cannot afford to participate in and 
has several factors that restrict access from such lifestyle and related association. The  
translocal experience of many Jackson Heights/North Corona residents does not separate them 
from identifying with both their cultures of origin, this region of Queens and, their associated 
histories. This ties bodies and aesthetics to multiple ethnos and histories. The desire and ability  
to switch cultural allegiance depending on context is propelled by seeing the collective shared 
history of these regions, their status of oppression both here and abroad. Sartorial choices which 
appear to be to non-conformist for residents in the area and some traditionalists in their 
community of origin, does not place those who choose not to dress in this way on the periphery 
of their community. Instead there is often a labeling of being an American or a foreigner, 
potentially even derogatory terms related to sex work as a means of maintaining 
cultural/gendered homogeneity and keeping individuals in the confines and borders of their 
community (Appadurai 341).While those who do not choose to maintain traditional cultural 
dress/or dressing in a western style albeit modestly often are dealing with various forms of 
pressure, it does not appear that such conflicts totally change the individual eye for sartorial 




spaces, once again membership and legibility within these enclaves serves as problematic as it 
requires modes of belonging to be deemed normative within the community. To be policed for 
sartorial choices within one’s transnational community and policing outside of it via 
gentrification situates many residents as being unable to shop in many stores due to size 
availability, and her aesthetic regulation via perceived infractions of dress.  
 Concern over the messages sent through fashion as evidenced here go beyond size and 
price point. There are other barriers that create restriction of access to goods and services not 
solely based upon income but are dependent on the legibility of belonging to a niche. These 
niches are greatly impacted by the access to structures of power within gentrified North 
Corona/Jackson Heights, generally afforded to those who “belong” to an area, in aligning with 
mythologies associated with geography and income. This belonging is generally no longer a 
given to natives, yet is a title bestowed upon them. This creates a sense that identity is not 
something that is possible for the lower classes, but only as a person who is associated and has 
access to more resources (Redfern 2003). 
The question looms as to how these residents who clearly have varying notions of ethnos, 
and self-identification of both themselves within the rapidly changing North Corona/Jackson 
Heights area of Queens, see the process of gentrification itself. As was previously discussed, 
there was a clear racialized and class divide driven by the economic relationship foundational to 
gentrification. Concerns of displacement and disinvestment in communities appeared to be also 
of great concern, however, for very different reasons. The refusal to offer goods and services to 
residents due to race and socio-economic status and the threat of the erasure of populations by 
wealthier property investors, potential inhabitants, and the government. Both show the ways in 




gentrification through high prices within their communities forcing them to leave. The disregard 
for communities allows for people to move in and change not only the socio-economic status of 
the community itself, but also structures of amusement and luxury such as boutiques and 
restaurants. The inability to afford these items, serves as a means of classism as it keeps people 
from engaging in the retail industry created by these new shops due to monetary differences.  
If this fluctuating cycle of investment, disinvestment, and development continues in this Queens 
Community District, which we are taking here as cultural site driven by consumption, how does 
this translate to the body as a cultural site? 
 We can see that fashion while driven by consumption also has motivations founded upon 
various communities of origin and their influence on each social agent. There is, as Michel de 
Certeau would suggest, a level of unconscious behavior that supports these motivations, but it is 
noteworthy how regulated our fashion choices are depending on community codes of legibility 
and authenticity. Much like gentrification and globalization, there are structures put into place 
during economic and social change on social agents. Such structures are also placed upon the 
body because the body is a locus of both global and local social construction and social 
production. The structures are of two main types “tactics” and “strategies”. Strategies as taken 
from the Bourdieu as per Farha Ghannam exists as “…not a conscious or calculated action but 
the intuitive product of knowing the rules of the game.” (Ghannam 50). Michel de Certeau built 
upon Bourdieu’s goal oriented notion of strategy and suggested that according to Ghannam: 
Strategies assume a proper place and serves as the basis for generating relations 
with an exteriority “composed of targets or threats”. A tactic in contrast, is a 
calculus which cannot count on a ‘proper’ (a spatial or institutional localization) 




emerging opportunities in a system of domination…While strategies can create, 
arrange, and control spaces, tactics can only use, maneuver, and invert these 
spaces. (Ghannam 50). 
 
While gentrification itself is a strategy, as there are rules to how consumption and the economy 
work to displace communities and impact retailing, sartorial choice is a response to the system of 
domination that occurs during gentrification. The influences of gentrification as evidenced in this 
area appear not to drive most of the sartorial and spending habits of the residents refuting 
Veblen’s model of conspicuous consumption. 
 Veblen asserted that “individuals emulate the consumption patterns of other individuals 
situated at other points in the hierarchy. The social norms that govern such emulation change as 
the economy and its social fabric change over time” (Trigg 99), (Veblen 1994). While there is 
indeed a change in the social fabric and therefore the spatial fabric as evidenced in historical 
Queens, there is instead a cyclical model as proposed by Bourdieu. In the cyclical model there is 
no uni-directional influence from the upper class down, instead the lower class influences the 
upper class, and the upper class in turn influences the middle classes. Interestingly the middle 
class does not to Bourdieu influence the poorer classes due to lower class social agents not 
having access to goods, services, or modes of belonging that would create modes of interest and 
desire (Trigg 105-108). This also calls for the contextualization the access to power, education 
both formal and cultural capital which includes both monetary and cultural consumption. 
 Many of the immigrant and various minority residents are social agents who employ 
tactics to move through this section of  Queens and in choosing not to shop within fast fashion 




a “new normative” Jackson Heights/North Corona resident means. The awareness of minoritized 
people to the power structures that create and maintain gentrification, is not simply employing 
tactics in their dressing when they are operating in alignment with dominant structures, and 
therefore is using strategies within their sartorial choices. Each of the residents exists in various 
ethnos and opt to exhibit both translocal and transnational identity within the shifting North 
Corona/Jackson Heights. While many of the residents may or may not explicitly claim their 
specific cultural identities, they are maintaining connections to cultural, linguistic and historical 
connections to this community in the ways in which they adorn themselves, choose to shop, and 
their self-imaging. The ability of these Queens residents to also claim membership to these 
communities rather than only to being from or living in Queens, which in choosing such 
identification positions them in multiple localities simultaneously (Appadurai 1996). In doing so 
this not only suggests pride in their choice of subverting the homogeneity of living in Jackson 
Heights/North Corona, which is assumed to be an after effect of various waves of migration or 
gentrification (Boyd 2005) (Cahill 2007). Instead they choose to utilize the various identities that 
are written upon their bodies through these globalizing intersections which according to 
Paulicelli and Clark “constructs and invents a new national narrative that inevitably and 
constantly relates to global issues of identity, production and consumption” (Paulicelli and Clark 
5). 
 This is not to say that there does not have to be a negotiation of various intersections. The 
understanding of the mechanism of gentrification as a cycle, and the desire to want to intertwine 
the fabric of the communities is extremely honorable and shows a sense of reflexivity as 
observed in the notion of creating Business Improvement Districts. This reflexivity and 




policed in their various choices (race, gender, sexual, sartorial, labor…). This bodily policing due 
to gender and the sartorial speaks of the nature and relationship of boundaries to both the body 
and public spaces. 
 Boundaries serve as a means differentiation and difference. Human beings in making 
sense of their world employ semiotics to create, utilize, and justify boundaries. This ordering as 
mentioned previously can be used to police bodies and individuals (Low 2000).In seeing that 
both physical geographic space as well as the body can serve as cultural sites, we can also see the 
ways in which such boundaries can be subverted by ourselves or by oppressive means by others. 
In reflecting upon this we can see the ways in which the sartorial and the body serve as point of 
“…mediation through inscriptions, tastes and practices” (Entwistle 114). Fashion itself becomes 
significant for residents who while positioning themselves differently in relationship to their 
understandings of gentrification, both gain and communicate their identity through the bodies 
and style. The communication of the body and sartorial choices can be misread based on 
assumptions of quality and in group allegiance based upon items chosen. Micro-geographies 
such as class, space, and culture written on the body and through clothing are both created by 
and changed via self-identification. Consumption related to fashion undergoes the same cyclical 
nature of spaces such as Jackson Heights/North Corona. While bodies and shops associated with 
minoritized or disenfranchised communities undergoing changes related to gentrification are 
under the threat of being pushed out and ignored as no longer being a fit for the changing 
economic demographic, those who do not own property or actual capital and are currently 
undergoing the same disinvestment. While strategies related to gentrification and the sartorial 
create that which is acceptable in neighborhood via consumption it was originally the translocal, 




While many of the minoritized bodies are displaced, their emphasis remains as evidenced by the 
carbon copy streetwear and ethnic items poorly adopted by newer residents who continue to 
























Further Considerations  
 With the current demography of North Corona/Jackson Heights changing to reflect a 
potential second generation of Latino residents being born in the area, there is the question of 
how long immigrant families are staying in areas that they migrate once leaving their place of 
origin. Literature on the subject suggests one generation prior to relocation due to change in 
socioeconomic status which would allow for many to move out of areas such as North 
Corona/Jackson Heights as the towns are currently situated. The overcrowding that is historically 
common with new immigrant populations is exacerbated in these areas due to landlords seeking 
more rent, refusing leases, and often preying on their tenants assumed status for means of control 
(Maly, Sanjek). If construction continues in these two areas how will this change the 
demographics of these neighborhoods and how would differences in laws around housing also 
shift? How could changes in policing of immigrants and racial profiling by government agencies 
also change the population in these areas and the ability for all residents to be both accounted for 
and visible (Cappello)? Interestingly, part of the area of the proposed Roosevelt Avenue BID is 
also part of one of the largest corridors for sex trafficking in the United States. As mentioned 
previously there are already derogatory narratives around sex work in Jackson Heights which has 
increased police surveillance in the area. This is also in proximity to a large LGBTQIA nightlife 
hub and Jackson Heights being one of the oldest Queer communities in New York City. 
Homophobia continues to drive fear in areas often thought to be progressive much like the 
islamophobia also seen in the area post September 11th and the 2016 elections. These narratives 
around fear of “The Other” echoes that from the 1940s-1960s that maintained segregation 
between Blacks and Whites between North Corona and Jackson Heights. How could the creation 




segregation could necessitate the examination into self-identity and demographic change. 
 Scholars wanting to study the area using fashion or consumption as a lens could examine 
the ways in which these populations self-identify and the ways they are both supported and 
discriminated against within the area. By studying the supports made available here could offer 
insight into the neighborhood’s acceptance of new members and what necessitated the types of 
support that have been made available. For instance, a Queer health center as a support space 
could have been created due to a high volume of Queer residents, in addition to discriminatory 
health practices and lack of insurance with specialized coverage that support the needs of Queer 
patients in the area. Acceptance and legibility can also potentially be visualized in the stores that 
are able to move into the area and what sartorial items are available within. Does the 
merchandise help the cultural and self-identification of the people already within the community 
or do stores and the items sold within suggest who proprietors and the town in question prefer to 
move into the area? In setting up a battery of interviews consisting of questions regarding 
comfort within the area and one’s self-expression could allow for a more nuanced understanding 
of the ways in which the sartorial helps do this or the limitations in doing so. The continued 
study into the sartorial as the neighborhood begins to change yet again would give more 
understanding to the relationship between race and perceived socioeconomic status. While 
moving away from dressing in more traditional ways is often the marker of assimilation into a 
new culture, the adaptation in the new environment stands as a means of signaling aspects of the 
self to those around you. In the case of 82nd Street, are big retailers such as the Gap, Banana 
Republic, and Old Navy a call to White and more affluent commuters and residents to potentially 
move into the area or perhaps is this signal that the minorities in the area are dressing to present 




hip-hop subculture is so much more sartorially present in North Corona? If the two areas have 
similar demography, what constitutes the higher number of fast fashion stores, and sneaker shops 
selling items that align so heavily with hop-hop subculture. As was previously discussed VIM is 
a store that has been in the area since the late 1990s. North Corona also serves as connection 
point to Manhattan for residents of East Elmhurst, another area with a slowly changing 
demographic but is predominately Black. Could the influence of Black culture in these two areas 
create assumptions about the sartorial choices of the residents in the area? Could the global 
appeal of hip-hop and its association with toughness and survival also be akin to living in what is 
perceived to a be a rougher area in contrast to Jackson Heights? The overall question of how 
clothing creates and refutes belonging under urban community change is one that is worth taking 
up to also examine the structures that induce change and how they impact people living within 
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